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News and Updates
I% Content update: Check out the Emergency Preparedness Population Planning Tool, which is
intended to enhance inclusive community planning activities across the Commonwealth.
Data Update: New data are available for birth defects.

Event Update: Follow @MassDPH on Twitter for lead prevention tips during Lead Poisoning
ﬁ Prevention Week, October 20-26, 2019.

Featured Topic: Childhood Lead Poisoning

Lead is a naturally occurring metal; however, if it accumulates in the body, it can cause many different
problems for both children and adults. There is no safe level of exposure to lead. Some people are at a
greater risk of exposure than others.

Lead can hurt the brain, kidneys, and nervous system; slow down growth and development; make learning
harder; damage hearing and speech; and cause behavioral problems. In Massachusetts, children are most
often exposed to lead by ingesting dust or soil contaminated by loose or deteriorated lead paint or lead paint
disturbed by unsafe renovation work in their homes. Children under the age of 6 are more at risk from higher
lead levels because they absorb lead more easily than adults. Children also put objects and their hands in
their mouth, which is a common way lead exposure can occur.

Massachusetts has the fourth oldest housing stock in the country. Approximately 71% of Massachusetts’
housing was built before 1978 — the year lead was banned in residential paint. While lead continues to affect
children in all communities across the Commonwealth, data collected by the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP) show that lead exposure
disproportionately impacts lower income communities and communities of color, making lead exposure a
critical health equity issue.

All children in Massachusetts are required by law to be screened and have their blood tested for lead, to
prevent negative health outcomes from lead exposure.

Massachusetts’ Lead Law

In 2017, over 7,000
homes in MA were
inspected for lead paint.

Massachusetts has a Lead Law that helps prevent and eliminate
exposure. The law requires homes built before 1978 to be free from
lead hazards if a child under the age of six resides there. On More than 60% were

] . found to have a lead
December 1, 2017 the CLPPP amended its regulations and lowered paint hazard that could
the blood lead level for the regulatory definition of Lead Poisoning, place children at risk for
established a new Blood Lead Level of Concern category, and lead poisoning.
instituted additional screening guidelines for these blood lead levels. Source: Massachusetts Childhood Lead Poisoning

Prevention Program, 2017 data



https://cognos10.hhs.state.ma.us/cv10pub/cgi-bin/cognosisapi.dll?b_action=cognosViewer&ui.action=run&ui.object=%2Fcontent%2Ffolder%5B%40name%3D'MEPHTN'%5D%2Ffolder%5B%40name%3D'dph'%5D%2Freport%5B%40name%3D'Emergency%20Preparedness%20Planning%20Tool'%5D&ui.name=Emergency%20Preparedness%20Planning%20Tool&run.outputFormat=&run.prompt=true&cv.header=false&cv.toolbar=false&utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
http://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/Health-Data/Birth-Defects.html?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://twitter.com/MassDPH?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/lead-and-your-childs-health?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-massachusetts-lead-law?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2

The regulation also updated the deleading requirements. More specific resources about these changes are
available for: parents, healthcare providers, property owners, and contractors.

Ways to Reduce Lead Exposure

Did you know?

Call the CLPPP at (800) 532-9571 or visit the CLPPP website
for lead resources in different languages, to look up the
inspection history of your home, review a list of licensed lead
inspectors, and find information on the types of deleading that a
homeowner can perform. Financial assistance is available to
help qualifying homeowners with deleading. Until your home is
deleaded, learn about short-term steps that can keep your child
safe and foods that can reduce lead absorption.

Low or 0% interest loans and grants are
available for deleading homes. For more
information, read about the "Get the Lead

Qut" program at MassHousing.
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health professionals can use to inform outreach activities.
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Call the Massachusetts Childhood Lead Paisoning Prevention Program at 1-800-532-9571
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.. 1He MA EPHT website has a host of features that can help you get the health and environmental information
N _ you need! To contact us, call 1-617-624-5757 and ask for the "EPHT Coordinator". Please leave a voicemail
X if calling after office hours.
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https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-lead-testing-in-massachusetts-and-what-a-result-means-for-your-child?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-lead-screening-and-reporting-requirements?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/news/changes-to-the-lead-regulations-for-property-owners-and-contractors?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/news/changes-to-the-lead-regulations-for-property-owners-and-contractors?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/childhood-lead-poisoning-prevention-program?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/lists/lead-brochures-and-fact-sheets?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://eohhs.ehs.state.ma.us/leadsafehomes/default.aspx?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://eohhs.ehs.state.ma.us/leadinspect/default.aspx?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://eohhs.ehs.state.ma.us/leadinspect/default.aspx?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/deleading-on-my-own?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/deleading-on-my-own?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-financial-assistance-for-deleading?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-short-term-habits-to-keep-your-child-safe-from-lead?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-short-term-habits-to-keep-your-child-safe-from-lead?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/07/wv/lead-nutrition.pdf?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://cognos10.hhs.state.ma.us/cv10pub/cgi-bin/cognosisapi.dll?b_action=cognosViewer&ui.action=run&ui.object=%2Fcontent%2Ffolder%5B%40name%3D'MEPHTN'%5D%2Ffolder%5B%40name%3D'health'%5D%2Freport%5B%40name%3D'Lead_Screening_Progress_Report'%5D&ui.name=Lead_Screening_Progress_Report&run.outputFormat=PDF&run.prompt=true&cv.header=false&cv.toolbar=false&utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://www.mass.gov/lists/view-annual-screening-and-blood-lead-level-reports-and-high-risk-community-list?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
https://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/Health-Data/Childhood_Blood_Lead_Levels.html?utm_source=MassTrack&utm_campaign=vol2issue2
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